KHASA – Keating Home and School Association

Minutes of General Meeting

April 14th, 2010

· Executive:  Lori Beauvais, Gillian England, Shelley Golon, Karin Johnston, Tracy Zeisberger, Marnie Wilson, Leslie Keetley, Caryl Schrack (CPF rep)
· Absent:  Stephanie Bayer 
· Keating Administration:  Mark Notte, Marilyn Pinder 
1.  www.ChildsPlay101.com - Website developed by Carmen Scott and Cindy Donatelli that is a complete listing of programs available for children within our local area.

2.  The meeting was called to order at 19:05.  Minutes from the January 2010 General Meeting were adopted.

3.  Report of Officers.

Administration – Mark Notte

· Youth letter has gone out via email.

Treasurer’s Report  – Shelley Golon

· Copies of financial reports, up to February 2101, were circulated.

· If you have any events coming up that require food purchases, please ask Shelley as she has food cards.  (ie Hot lunch, staff appreciation)

· Budget committee will have to be formed.  Will start to meet beginning of May.

· Tracy moved that we adopt the Treasurers report as presented.  Seconded by Robin, and motion was carried. 

Fund Raising - Karin

· Leftover clothing will be on sale, there will be a display.

COPACs - Marnie

· Constitution and bylaws adopted see online.

· Needs all new executive members.  See Marnie for information.

· Grandparents Raising Grandkids - starting up locally, see Marnie for info.

· Canada has ratified but does not practice the United Nations Children's rights.  We are the only developed country that still allows corporeal punishment.

· Family Resource Programs.

President - Lori

· Hotlunch is April 30th not 23rd as incorrectly printed

· Mrs. Matthews would like 2 parents to volunteer at the last picture day May 6th between 8:40 and 11:05.

· Car rally for Keating/Khasa/Brentwood Bay.  More of a celebration than fund raiser.  Assistance will be needed once plan is more detailed.

4.  Budget cuts - Lori/Mark
· Community meeting last Wednesday, an extra piece was added after the meeting regarding an alternate calendar.  One extra week of spring break, which would mean each school day would be 7 minutes longer per day.  This would result in the board saving approximately 40,000 per day or 200,000 over the 5 days.

· Keating was well represented at the meeting

· Meeting April 21st.  Decision will be made May 5th.  

· This year, with other school districts taking a two week Spring Break, there were many Keating families who also took extra holiday days around the Spring Break.

· There was a decision made that they will try and avoid cutting staff and will focus on other cuts ie books, facilities.

· We have already had huge cuts in library time, LA, EA

· Staff are burning out trying to cover all the gaps left by the lack of funding.

· Parent observation - "All of a sudden the optimism usually shown by Mark Notte was gone."  "The cuts at this point are really going to be felt and hurt students."

· ACTIONS we can do:  read info., adjust expectations, be less complacent and speak out, be ambassadors to the rest of the Keating parents, letter campaign, be champions of the democratic right of children to properly funded public education 

· The old conundrum:  how much should we fund-raise and how much do we need to let happen to show that Government is falling behind in properly funding education.

5. Playground - Lori
· $3800 already paid by the school to repair wear to the structure (now in deficit).

· Cost Sharing agreement was hoped for between KHASA, KOSC and the school.  Treva Newton presented the proposal to KOSC and came back with the information that KOSC is unable to fund any money.

· KHASA is going to prepare a formal letter asking for KOSC to put aside money in their next budget for playground repairs.

· Lori made a motion that KHASA cover 2533.00 (two-thirds of 3800) that has already been paid for by the school to repair the playground equipment.  Seconded by Trish and motion was carried with one abstention.  KOSC will not be approached again for this debt.

· We inherited the aging playground as previous KHASA groups purchased the equipment and we have an obligation to their upkeep.

· Parents are going to be needed to attend the next KOSC meeting to try and get some money built into their budget for playground repairs.

6.  New Business - AGM will be May 12th.

· Meeting adjourned 20:09.
