Keating X-guards Report for 2010/2011
 This has been my first year as Crossing Guard Coordinator and my 5th year involved in the program.  This year there are 43 children and 25 adults directly involved in crossing guard duties throughout the week.

This program is valued at our school due to the diligence of those involved. Everyone involved has been extremely conscientious, reliable and dedicated to keeping students, staff and the general Keating community safe.  This is an important service, especially since the disruption created by the construction of three new classrooms has added to the already problematic traffic congestion in and around the school grounds.  Also having guards at the crosswalk at the front of the school has been especially helpful, as foot traffic on this crosswalk has increased due to the construction.

Over last summer, in preparation for this year, I revamped the crossing guard flags by adding reflective tape to the flags themselves and the handles.  I switched back from the metal “Stop” signs to the flags because the metal signs were proving quite heavy for the children to hold; could be dangerous because of their sharp, unprotected edges; and because the flags make a more effective “gate”  at the entrances to the cross walks than the Stop signs.  

I also submitted a work order to the Facilities department of SD #63 to replace the School Zone “walking man”, as he had become rather dilapidated.  This new one should last for several years.  Trish Mar had purchased a number of new reflective raincoats last year that are still in great shape, though a few of our vests are getting a bit worn and/or the side straps have broken.  We still have enough good ones for each shift at the moment, however.

We had two successful Pizza Days – one in the fall and one in February – for the guards and parent helpers, and I am anticipating a fun Ice Cream Day on May 16 as a final thank-you before our year-end assembly.  Hot chocolate mix, cups and lids were made available throughout the winter in the call back room; I do not know how many parent helpers actually used these, however; some may have brought hot chocolate from home in a thermos for their guards.  I encouraged morning parents a number of times via email to make use of this “perk,” as the mornings this winter and spring have been quite cold.

 I would like to thank:

- All the crossing guards and parents (grandparents, etc) that have made this year so seamless.  The parent helpers must be commended  especially, for taking it upon themselves to communicate with each other regarding changes etc. to their shifts rather than to route all problems through me: they have been such a pleasure to work with;

 - The office staff and administration of Keating for being so very supportive in every way;

- All the people that have supported this program by getting the children to their shifts on time and for encouraging responsibility and leadership.

- Kiwanis for their continuing support via luncheons for the children, raincoats, signs, speedway tickets etc;

- KHASA for providing funds for the pizza lunches, ice cream day and hot chocolate supplies.

-and finally, but not least, Constables Dave Glancie and Patrick Bryant for their leadership in training the guards and for being on hand often to keep a watchful eye on our crosswalks: we so value their presence.

This is a very serious and important job.  The children benefit by learning:

-traffic safety and awareness:  they see with their own eyes some of the driving habits out there and how important it is to be aware as a pedestrian;

-responsibility and reliability. People come to rely on their presence around the school at those busy times;

-the importance and satisfaction of a job done right. They are out there with big trailer trucks and drivers who are sometimes distracted.  The guards need to be constantly vigilant, and they learn that very quickly.

The school benefits from:

- an increased sense of safety and community;

- the provision of additional eyes and ears around the school at busy times.

Finally, parents benefit when they volunteer because:

  -it is important to be a part of teaching kids about safety, and to be providing safety for all members of our community;

- it is satisfying to be involved in our school community;

- parents’ social networks expand when volunteering, which can help to contribute to a close-knit, caring school environment.

We have now begun the recruitment process for next year; I am hopeful we will have at least the same number and quality of students and parent volunteers that we have had this year.

Respectfully submitted by

Gillian England, Coordinator

